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LONDON SOCIETY FOR EVANGELIZING THE JEWS. 


By the last Report of that Institution, it appears that a great field 
of usefulness is opening to their labours in Poland and Russia. It 
was estimated, that in the former country there were upwards of 
four hundred thousand of that nation, and in all the dominions of 
the Emperor Alexander the number of them was not less than two 
millions. The Committee had turned their attention to those coun- 
tries, and proposed to sénd missionaries among them ; and if some 
eould be sent to Jerusalem at the feast of the Passover, the Gospel 


might be preached to Jews of as many different nations as on the 
day of Pentecost. 

It might be said that these were extensive plans, and called for 
extensive funds; but on this point the Society did not feel dispos- 
ed to be discouraged ; as other societies had found that the only 
way toaccomplish great things was to attempt them with a humble 
dependence on the Divine blessing for success. 


At the Anniversary Meeting the Right Rev. Bishop of Glouces- 
ter, on moving the acceptance and printing of the Report, remark~’ 
ed, that this cause was chiefly supported by the same individuals 
that were engaged in the other great benevolent institutions, which 
had met on the preceding week, and that though it had ‘het to 
boast of triumphs so conspicuous as some of them, it was no less 
worthy of support. But Christianity had always been exposed to 
trials, and in the present case they might be expected from the 
prejudices of the Jews, from the opposition of the world, and from 
false friends—it was through these that it advanced to victory, 
as in the instances of our Lord himself; and whenever the conver- 
sion of Israel should take place, it would be no less than a resur- 
rection, or.in St. Paul’s words, *‘ life from the dead.”’ 

Tuo. Basincron, Esq, M. P. who seconded the preceding mo- 
tion, was fearful lest any thing be might say should lessen the effect 
of their excellent Report, or of the remarks of the Right Rev. pre- 
late, to several of which he briefly and respectfully adverted: 
He added, that the Jews abroad had not been inattentive to the 
wars and commotions which had lately afflicted Europe ; that their 
thoughts had been directed to the advent of the Messiah, and the 
benevolent exertions of Christians, especially in the distribution of 
the Scriptures, had favourably impressed them, and led them to 
inquire into the character of our Saviour: this was partictlarly the | 
ease, he observed, in Poland and in Russia. ’ 
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W. Wieerrorce, Esq. M. P. moved the thanks of the meeting 
to the Right Rev. prelates who had favoured the Society with their 
patronage, in which, as a sincere member of the Church ot England, 
he expressed much satisfaction, for he thought that Church very 
properly came forward as the friend of the distressed Jews ; and he 
derived confidence from their zealous efforts, that a Divine blessing 
would attend their labours. Some friends of the Society might have 
been too sanguine in their expectations, but changes like that to 
which they looked were only to be expected by degrees. After 
the long gloom of night, it was gradually that the streaks of light 
illumined our hemisphere, and alter the tedious reign of winter, it 
was by slow advances.that the buds of spring appeared, and vege- 
tation advanced to the maturity of summer. It was a folly to 
complain of difficulties and disappointments ; ; what great design 
was ever carried forward without them? What! were travellers 
to expect no weariness, or soldiers no warfare? The idea was in 
itself ridiculous. 

The Right Hon. Lord Gamster did not expect to be called upon 
to speak when he entered the room, but had great pleasure in se- 
conding the motion, and at the same time in declaring, that ‘‘ his 
heart’s desire and prayer for Israel was that they might be saved.” 

The Bishop of Groucester, on the behalf of himself and the 
Bishop of St. Davids, felt an honour conferred on them in the ap- 
pointment. 

Rev. W. Marsu, of Colchester, congratulated the Society, the 
Church, and the world, on the formation of an institution in behalf 
of a people who have been so eminently a blessing to the world ; 
**to whom pertained the adoption and the glory, the covenants, 
and the giving of the law, the service of God and the promises, 
whose are the fathers, and of whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ 
came.” And knowing as we do that they shall.eventually be con- 
verted, we ought, after the example of our great apostle, to use 
‘‘all means, if by any means we might save some.” Notwith- 
standing some may have deserted the standard of the cross. others 
adhere to it, and shall the cause fail because there are some apos- 
tates? Was the fall of Judas, or even of Peter, fatal to the Chris- 
tian cause? ‘* In an age of ‘benevolence like this, (said Mr. M.) 
shall the interesting nation of the Jews be overlooked, related as 
we are to their fathers? We are the descendants of Japheth as 
they are of Shem. God has persuaded Japheth to dwell in the 
tents of Shem, we have been made partakers of the blessings de- 
signed for them ; and now Shem has no tent to dwell in, shall not 
the descendants of Japheth invite him to sojourn with them ? A shvot 
from Israel’s vine has been planted in our land, and we have drank 
the pure blood of the grape therefrom, and shall not we cherish the 
vine of Israel?’ Mr. M. concluded with moving, that the circum- 
stances which have lately occurred in the affairs of the Society, 
however trying, afford no real ground of discouragement. 

Rev. C. Simeon, of Cambridge, seconded this motion in the most 
emphatic manner. He remarked that the progress of religion had 
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always been attended with difficulties and opposition, and that 
those circumstances had been used by Providence to try the faith 
of good men, and to draw them from idolizing their favourite ob- 
ject, to look above to him who is alone able to give success. 

Ros. Grant, jun. Esq. noticed various objections to the design 
of the Society, as if they were attempting to anticipate the plans of 
Providence, or pursue a visionary object. It was a plain com- 
mand, he observed, to preach the Gospel to all nations ; and if to 
all nations, why not to the Jews? The consolations of prophesy 
are intended for times of darkness and discouragement ; stars were 
not made to enlighten the day, but the night. Possibly, the event 
desired may be retarded to another and another generation ; yet 
their labours may not be in vain: for a seed-time must always 
precede the harvest. Mr. G. then adverted tothe treatment of the 
Jews, in a beautiful allusion to the vision of Elijah. The tempest, 
the earthquake, and the fire, had visited them; but the Lord was 
not in these ; but now, the small still voice of the Gospel is ad- 
dressed to them, we may hope it will not be in vain. 

Rev. J—. Cunntncuam, of Harrow, observed, that all the ad- 
dresses which had been delivered, implied a doubt in the public 
mind, asto their ultimate success ; but suppose, soon after the first 
propagation of the Gospel, a council had been held to consider the 
difficulties and discouragements which then presented themselves, 
what would have been the reasoning of objectors ? were not their 
-discouragements far more than ours? But they only animated them 
in the contest. It was with them as with Cato—the unsuccessful 
cause delighted him, as it called forth all his energies. He moved, 
that the Society has great cause for gratitude in the suecess of their 
exertions. 

Rev. Mr. Paterson, from Russia, remarked on our former 
treatment of the Jews: we had prayed for them, and reproached 
them with the hardness of their hearts ; but had taken no pains to 
convince them of their errors. He remarked the general move- 
ment among Christians in many parts of Europe in favour of the 
Jews ; and that the Emperor Alexander had been particularly in- 
terested in their favour, from their fidelity to him in the time of 
the French invasion. Here Mr. P. read and commented upon the 
new decree of the Emperor of Russia in favour of the Jews. [See 

age 297, of this Volume.]—The exertions of the Society, he 
thought had been hitherto far too limited; they ought to be ex- 
tended through the world, and there was the greatest encourage- 
ment to enlarge their operations. Mr Pinkerton had informed 
him that 13 or 14 Jews at Hamburgh had instituted a prayer 
meeting, with a view to supplicate the Divine assistance in their 
inquiries. Many Jews in Russia and in Poland had subscribed to 
the Bible Societies, not only for the Old ‘estament but for the 
New, in their own language, particularly the Caraites. A number 
of boys at Gottenburgh had of their own accord formed a Juvenile 
Bible Society, which now amounted to 400, and the secretary was 
a Jew, converted under the ministry of Dr. Steinkopff ; and sone 
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of the boys who had no money at command subscribed a penn 
weekly, to be subtracted from their dinners, to meet the difficulty. 
He therefore hoped there would be no delay in sending missiona- 
ries among the foreign Jews. 

The Sultan Katagerry spoke very feelingly of the light which 
the (Pivine blessing on the Scriptures had shed on his mind, and 
desired the Jews might participate in the same blessing. 

Two Jews, from Poland and Germany, explained their happi- 
ness since they became acquainted with Christianity. 

Wu. Cunnincuam, Esq. very eloquently descanted on the Scrip- 
ture promises relative to the Jews; but through a cold we heard 
him very indistinctly. 

The Rev. Mr. Bickersteth, the Rev. B. Woodd, and the Rev. 
Lewis Way, severally addressed the meeting. The latter said 
three things appeared to be requisite for the future conversion of 
the Jews, which he ventured to prognosticate would soon be ob- 
tained—a missionary for the Jews in Poland,—another for Pales- 
tine,—and a Hebrew College for the instruction of missionaries te 
the Jews. 

—~34 
PRAYER BOOK AND HOMILY SOCIETY. 
Held at the Albion Tavern, Muy 8, 1817. 

Lord Gampiex in the chair, in absence of the Bishop of Glou- 
cester.—His lordship opened the meeting by regretting the absence 
of the Bishop, and acknowledging his inability to fill his place ; 
but trusted that his earnest desire to promote the great object of 
the institution would compensate for his defects. 

Rev. Mr. Partcuett, the Secretary, read the Report, and the 
Assistant Secretary then delivered a statement of the finances, by 
which it appeared the amount of receipts for last year was £2112: 
16:8. they had expended £23514: 15: 2. and acknowledged am 
anonymous donation of £600 

Rev. Lecu Ricumonp in moving the printing of the Report, ob- 
served, that he came wholly unprepared to speak ; but as in this 
week we seemed to breathe an air of peace and joy, to be united 
in one bond of union, as we were all labouring in one cause, and 
he trusted that it would excite in all our hearts increased affection. 
The present Institution most fully accorded with his opinions ; for 
about ten years ago he had in his own mind adopted a similar So- 
ciety.—At the first anniversary it had been doubted how far it 
would succeed, for it was then an infant, but now the infant of five 
years old can speak for itself.—The cause of the Prayer-Book, 
Homilies, and Articles, was an object of great interest, very near 
his heart. We look to the Bible Society as supreme ; but this 
was the legitimate child of that Society. He observed how very 
Jittle the homilies of the church were known till within these few 
years. It migbt perhaps appear to some indecorous for him to in- 
troduce to them the tale of a tub ; but a tale of a tub he must give 
them.—it was in the early part of his ministry that he received 
some grocery which was wrapt up in a black letter page; he had 
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th e curiosity to examine it, and was surprised to find it was an apo- 
logy for the Church of England, by the late Bishop Jewell ; and 
thinking it was itself a jewel, he immediately set off to the grocer, 
and asked him if he had any more of-the same work left. He said, 
O yes! there was a very large volume, out of which he had only 
cut five leaves ; but if he wished any more, he directed him to the 
widow of a bookseller, who had a large store in a garret; when 
he arrived, he found a large tub which held at least 2 hogsheads ; 
the rainand dews of heaven had frequently watered it ; but resol- 
ved to procure what he wished, he with some difficulty turned the 
tub upside down, hoping by that means to find some other valua- 
ble books; it was here for the first time he saw the book of Homi- 
lies, and other compositions of those excellent men to whom we 
owe the reformation in this land ; as others purchased by weight, 
he did the same, and carried home one of these books ; though he 
would speak with all deference of those circulated by the Society, 
yet he loved this above all others, and keeps it as a memento of 
this ‘ Tale of a Tub.’ 

Rev. E. Bickersteta, in seconding the motion, said that the 
societies of the week might be called a sisterhood; first, we had the 
Missionary Society to translate the Bible into all the languages of 
the world; then came the Bible Society, which having them ready, 
sent them tu the furthest corners of the earth—and the meditation 
on that holy book having occasioned a spirit of prayer, rises and 
directs those prayers and praises ; and to complete it, to-morrow 
we shall have another society, whose object is the conversion of 
the Jews.—As an instance of the value of a Prayer-book, he should 
give them an anecdote :—a friend of his went to visit a poor man 
in a cathedral town, who resided in a miserable garret. He had 
talked as though he were happy, and appeared a devout Christian. 
He asked him where he went to church ? he said, to the cathedral. 
His friend said, what! no where else? No. But do you not find 
yourself solitary, without wife or children? Solitary, Sir! and 
went to a corner of the room which appeared more retired than 
the rest, and brought a Prayer-book ; how can | be-solitary when 
[here read that ‘the glorious company of the Apostles praise 
thee ! The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee! The 
noble army of martyrs praise thee! The holy church throughout 
the world doth acknowledge thee!’ He found that from that 
book he had learned all his religion.—He was happy to inform the 
Society the Prayer-book was translated into the Susoo language, 
and he trusted they would never cease translating and printing till 
the whole world might in the same manner offer up their praises 
and prayers to the God of the spirits of all flesh. 

Rev. Mr. Conextey, an Irish clergyman, in a highly interesting 
speech in which he mentioned the great desire they had for the 
Bible in his part of Ireland, where it was so scarce, that to satisfy 
their importunities, he was obliged to cut up his Bible and divide 
the Gospels, &c. between the people. He also mentioned that the 
Prayer-book was translated into the Jrish language. 
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LONDON TRACT SOCIETY. 

The Committee of «« Tus Reticiovs Tracr Socrety” observe, 
with the most lively satisfaction and gratitude, that the principles 
upon which this Institution is founded, and the manner in which 
they have been exemplified, have commended themselves to the 
affectionate attention and the zealous co-operation of their Chris- 
tian brethren of various denominations ; and that Auxiliary Socie- 
ties have been formed, and are now forming, in different parts of 
the United Kingdom, for the purpose of assisting the funds and cir- 
culating the Tracts of the Parent Institution :—they are hence 
strongly induced to comply with the suggestions which have been 
received from several highly respected friends ; and in consonance 
therewith to publish this Official Statement and Declaration of 
what they consider to be the fundamental principles on which the 
Religious Tract Society has been established, and of the measures 
which have uniformly been pursued to ensure a consistent and un- 
varying exemplification of those principles in the different opera- 
tions of this most important Institution. 

In the Plan of the Institution it is denominated ‘“‘ The Religious 
Tract Society :”’ and in the publication which stands at the head 
and front of its volumes, the nature and qualities of the Tracts to 
be circulated are thus described —‘* They should consist of pure 
truth. This, flowing from the sacred fountain of the New Testa- 
ment, should run from beginning to end ; uncontaminated with er- 
ror, undisturbed with human systems ; clear as cbrystal, like the 


river of life. There should be nothing in them of the shibboleth of : 


a sect: nothing to recommend one denomination or to throw odium 
on another; nothing of the acrimony of contending parties against 
those that differ from them ; but pure good-natured Christianity, 
in which all the followers of the Lamb who are looking for the 
mercy of the Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life, can unite with 
pleasure as in one great common cause. Nor should any worldly 
scheme be interwoven with the truth, nor attempted to be conceal- 
ed under its folds. Here should not be seen the slightest vestige 
of any carnal end in any form or for any purpose, however lauda- 
ble some may think it ; nothing but Divine Truth, unmingled, una- 
dulterated, pure as it came from Heaven, and fit for the whole hu- 
man race to imbibe.” 

The Committee cannot give a more concise and correct designa- 
tion of the Religious Tracts which the Society adopt and distri- 
bute, than the foregoing paragraph furnishes. But by way of ex- 
planation they will add, that by pure truth, when not expressed in 
the words of Scripture, they refer to those evangelical principles 
of the reformation, in which Luther, Calvin, and Cranmer, were 
agreed ; and to that system of doctrine and of Scriptural interpre- 
tation which is comprised’in the ‘* Harmony of the Confessions of 
the Reformed Churches, both at home and abroad.”? On this large 
portion of commen ground, which the churchman, the dissenter, 
and the foreigner jointly occupy, they conceive that Christian union 
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may be established and strengthened ; Christian affection excited 
and cherished ; and Christian Zeal concentrated, and rendered 
proportionably effective. 

The Committee indulge a hope that they have satisfactorily de- 
scribed the common ground of Scriptural principles which is occu- 
pied by the. supporters of the Religious Tract Society ; and that 
the spirit of conciliation by which its members are actuated, and 
the precise and exclusive objects to which their operations are di- 
rected, are not less satisfactorily defined and explained. These 
Scriptural principles, this Christian spirit, and these legitimate and 
important operations, constitute the Bond of Union, affection, and 
exertion, of tbe Religious Tract Society. It has been, and ever 
will be, the most conscientious, the most willing, and the most 
earnest endeavour of the Committee to preserve this holy Bond 
from violation; and they have no hesitation in declaring ;—that 
if at any time, or under any circumstances, they should knowingly 
suffer a Tract to emanate trom this Institution, which should in- 
clude sentiments hostile to the principles on which it is founded, 
or to the character or discipline of any of the denominations of 
Christians of which its various members are composed, such con- 
duct would be a violation of the duties and obligations which they 
owe to the Society at large, and to their Christian brethren indi- 
vidually, who constitute its strength, its ornament, and its efficiency. 

To ensure a consistent and unvarying exemplification of the prin- 
ciples above referred to, has ever been the duty and the cordial 
endeavour of the Committee ; andthere has been such a perfect 
understanding of these principles, as they relate to Doctrinal sen- 
timents and to the Bond of union which connects the members of 
this Institution in affection and exertion, that their endeavours 
have been easy to themselves, and have been acknowledged to be 
satisfactory to the Society at large. 

The measures which have been pursued to ensure these harmo- 
nious operations, and to produce these happy results, chiefly have 
respect to the Constitution of the Committee, and to the mode and 
spirit of its deliberations and decisions As the Society is com- 
posed of members of the Church of England, and of Dissenters of 
several denominations, the Committee has been assimilated to this 
Jeading and characteristic feature of the Institution ever since its 
establishment ; and this measure has been attended with the ut- 
most cordiality of operation, and been productive of the most 
pleasing effects. [It may be added, that this principle of assimila- 
tion is preferable to. any specific and determinate division of the 
Committee, because it precludes any direct idea of opposition of 
character and interest ;—it admits of partial variations in circum- 
stances which may make it expedient to propose or to retain, an in- 
dividual, (whether a Churchman or Dissenter) whose talents and 
zeal may; particularly benefit the Society ; and it is thought to 
proceed upon a fair and just comparison between the Members ot 


the Committee, and the Members of the Society, considered under 
their various denominations. 
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The spirit in which the deliberations of the Committee are con- 
ducted, does not partake of the wariness of suspicion, or of the 
irritations of jealousy. Whenever a Tract is proposed and read, 
or when any measure is brought forward, each member of the 
Committee is expected to deliver his opinion, with reference to a 
determination thereon; and a free conversation is thus excited, 
by which the feelings and sentiments of every individnal are 
elicited, on the subjects under consideration. By these means, 
the Committee are prepared for a decision, with respect to the 
merits of the case before them ; and at the same time acquire a 
knowledge of the impressions which it has made on the mind of 
each person ; and the decision is grounded, rather on the general 
favour or opposition which the subject has met with. in the. course 
of previous discussion, than upon the result of a mere numerical 
division. 

Finally. The Committee are convinced, that the conscientious 
and unvarying regard which they have ever manifested for the 
Scriptural principles upon which the Religious Tract Society has 
been established, in connexion with the liberal and ingenuous 
spirit which has pervaded their deliberations and decisions, have 
tended to preserve the purity and impartiality of the Tracts which 
have been published ; and have also constituted the best and most 
effective check that can be provided against the introduction of 
any thing offensive. And they are also persuaded, that a constant 
and faithful regard to these principles, and an earnest endeavour 
to preserve and cherish the pure and peaceful spirit of Christiani- 
ty, in all their deliberations and decisions, will be the likeliest 
means of securing the approbation of the Society at large ;—of 
fulfilling its benevolent plans, and of accomplishing its most en- 
larged objects. 

By order of the Committee, 
LEGH RICHMOND, 
JOSEPH HUGHES, SECRETARIES. 
C, F. A. STEINKOPFF, 
a © Gi 
BAPTIST MISSION, 

Letter from Sir Alexander Johnstone, Chief Justice of Ceylon, to 
the Secretary of the Baptist Missionary Society ; dated Columbo, 
October 3, 1816. 

Sir,—I have the pleasure to send you, for the information of 
your society, copies of the proceedings which have lately been 
had on this island, relative to the emancipation of all children 
who may have been born of slave parents since the 12th of last 
month ; from those proceedings you will perceive, that the state 
of domestic slavery, which has prevailed here for three hundred 
years, bas been abolished, 

As the unanimity with which the measure has been adopted by 
all classes of people, natives as well as Europeans, may, in a great 
degree, be attributed to the zeal with which the different Mission- 
ary Societies have, for some years, circulated the doctrines of 
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Christianity among the inhabitants of the country, and as your 
committee may wish to know the different steps which I have felt 
it my duty to take since the year 1806, to bring about so desirable 
an object; I beg leave also to send you the copy of a letter which 
I have lately written upon the subject, to some of the missionaries 
who reside at this place. Allow me to offer you my congratulations 
on the occasion. 
l have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
Avex. JOHNS! ONE. 


J.etter from Sir Alexander Johnstone to the Baptist Missionaries in 
Ceylon, Messrs. Chater, Griffiths, and Siers ; dated Colombo, Sept. 
20, 1816. 

GentTLemen,—I have the honour to send you, for the informa- 
tion of your society in England, a copy of the proceedings which 
have lately taken place at Colombo, Galle, and Jaffna, relative to 
the emancipation of children born of slaves, after the 12th of last 
month. 

It will, | am sure, be gratifying to your friends, to hear of the 
measure which the principal proprietors of s!aves at these places 
have adopted. As soon as I became, in 1806, a judge of the su- 
preme court, and a member of His Majesty’s council in this island, 
1 proposed, but without success, a similar measure. Although | 
was disappointed at that time, I did not despair of ultimately suc- 
ceeding in my object; and I felt it to be my duty to persevere, 
and to make every effort in my power, to encourage the establish- 
ment in these settlements, of such political and religious institutions, 
as were calculated to give the natives a more rational idea than 
they had been accustomed to entertain of liberty and of religion, 
and thereby gradually prepare their minds for the abolition of that 
state of slavery which had prevailed amongst them for three hun- 
dred years. 

With this view I went to England early in 1809; while there, I 
submitted to His Majesty’s ministers the propriety of establishing, 
in these settlements, the trial by jury ; and to the Bible Society, 
as well as to many of the religious societies, | suggested the ne- 
cessity of their forming some permanent system for ameliorating 
the morals of the people, by enlarging their knowledge of the 
Christian religion. His Majesty’s ministers having approved of 
my proposal, the trial by jury was established in these settlements 
in 1811; and, at my suggestion, the right of sitting upon juries was 
not confined in this island, as it is in other parts of India, to Euro- 
peans only, but was extended, without distinction, to all the natives 
of the country. ‘he Bible, and other religious societies, having 
also approved of my plan, immediately began to take, and have 
ever sihce ‘continued to take, the most active and decisive measures 
for extending to this part of India, the benefit of their several in- 
stitutions. 


1 have for some time observed, with satisfaction, the change 
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which the establishment of trial by jnry, and the exertions of the 
several missionary societies on this island, have produced in the 
feelings of the people with respect to domestic slavery; and I 
availed myself, with pleasure, of the opportunity which the arri- 
val of the last reporis of the Atrican Institution lately afforded me, 
to send to the principal proprietdérs of slaves the account. which has 
been published in them of the proceedings that were had at Co- 
lombo in 1813, under the 50th of G. 3, and to recall to their re- 
collection the proposal which | formerly made to them in 1806. 
The unanimity with which that proposal has been adopted on the 
present occasion, compared with the opposition which a similar 
proposal met with in 1806, affords a proof, which must be flatter- 
ing to every Englishman, of the salutary effects which may, with 
certainty, be produced in a country by gradually imparting to its 
inhabitants some of those advantages which are derived from the 
freedom of our constitution and the purity of our religion, and may 
be instructive, as an example, to those persons, whose inclinations 
may hereafter lead them to adopt any measures forthe moral im- 
provement of the natives in other parts of India. 

As the principal proprietors of slaves on this island, have de- 
clared free all children who may be born of their slaves after the 
12th of last August, it becomes the duty of every one who feels an 
interest in the cause, to take care that the children, who may be 
born free in consequence of this measure, should be educated in 
such a manner as to be able to make a proper use of their freedom ; 
and it is to your society, as well as tothe other missionary societies, 
to which the natives are already so much indebted, that I look 
with confidence for the education and religious instruction of all 
those children. [need not, I trust, add, that you may command 
my services in any way in which you think they may be of use, 
in forwarding an object which is so intimately connected with the 
prosperity and the happiness of a very numerous class of the inha- 
bitants of this island. 

I have the honour to be, Gentlemen, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
(Signed) Avex. JOHNSTONE. 


i 


NEWARK SUNDAY SCHOOL SOCIETY. 


An association was recently formed under the above designation, 
at Newark, New-Jersey, for the purpose of encouraging Sabbath 
Schools in that place, and providing funds for the support of such 
as may be conducted under its superintendence. The payment of 
25 cents on subscribing, and in addition the half yearly payment 
of not less than 25 cents, constitute a member; and a contribu- 
tion of 8 dollars, or more, a member forlife. ‘I'he concerns ot the 
Society are to be managed by a President, a Vice-President, a 
Secretary, a Treasurer, and 7 Directors, to be chosen annually ; 
five of whom make a quorum. A Committee of the Managers are 
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to visit the Schools, &c.—The Teachers report to the Managers. 
at least once in three months the situation and improvement of their 
several classes. The Teachers are ex officio members of the: 
Board of Managers, and may vote on any question except one re- 
lating to the appropriation of the funds of the Society.—The an- 
nual meetings of the Society are to be held on the 2d Wednesday 
in August. ‘he Board meet statedly once in twe months.—Rev. 
William Woodbridge, President ; Mr. James Tichenor, Vice-Pre- 
sident ; Mr. William Ward, Secretary ;.Mr. Charles 1. Grabam, 
Treasurer. = 
THE AFRICAN ASSOCIATION 

Was lately formed at New-Brunswick, N. J. Its object is to 
aid in procuring funds for the support of students in the African - 
Theological Seminary instituted by the Synod of New-York and 
New-Jersey. It is composed of people of colour. The annual 
contribution for 2 member who is free, is 1 dollar, and fora slave, 
25 cents. The latter is not allowed to contribute without the ex- 
press permission of his master or mistress. We are informed that 
this little Association has already contributed thirty dollars to the 
funds of the above Seminary. 

It is truly pleasing to behold the too long degraded descendants 
of Africa becoming alive to the importance of acquiring useful 
knowledge, and especially to behold them manifesting a deep in- 
terest in that kind of instruction which is to qualify them for the 
sublime employment of carrying the lamp of Divine truth into the 
abodes of spiritual darkness and death, and proclaiming the un- 
searchable riches of Christ to their perishing fellow sinners. We 
most cheerfully say ‘God speed’ to all such praise-worthy institu- 
tions, and fervently pray that they be abundantly multiplied in all 
parts of our land, and crowned with a blessing from on high. 





. Soo 
COLONIZATION OF FREE BLACKS. 

We understand that the American Society for colonizing the free 
people of colour, have appointed the Rev. Samuel J. Mills of Con- 
necticut, their agent, to go to England, and from thence to the 
coast of Africa, forthe purpose of obtaining information respecting 
a suitable place for establishing the contemplated colony. It is 
deemed advisable to employ two agents on that interesting mission, 
provided adequate funds can be raised to enable the above Socie- 
ty to prosecute the object. An Auxiliary Society to that Institu- 
tion was some time since formed in Baltimore, and another more 
recently in Philadelphia; from both which considerable aid may 
be reasonably expected. It is hoped that our city, which has uni- 
formly manifested so much liberality in promoting useful designs, 
will not long delay to emulate the good example of those sister ci- 
ties, in contributing to this benevolent enterprize. 

As a specimen of the interest which this undertaking bas excited 
in some of the southern sections of this country, we give the fol- 
lowing extract or a letter to the Editor from a worthy clergyman 
in Frederick County, Virginia. 















412 Auxiliary Colonization Society in Virginia. 


** Dear Sir, 

“hope ere long to be able to give you some encouraging in- 
formation about the success of the colonizing plan in the neigh- 
bourhood where I reside. We have formed an Auxiliary Society 
here, and in a little time, and from a very few persons, have ob- 
tained subscriptions to the amount of four or five thousand dollars. 
We hope to double it at least. God grant it may be ten, yea, an 
bundred fold.” 


-— _D+o— 
OBITUARY. 
PAUL CUIFEE, 

A very respectable man of colour, departed this life on the 7th 
instant, in the 59th year of his age, at Westport, (Massachusetts. ) 

industrious, temperate, and prudent, his means of acquiring pro- 
perty, small at first, were gradually increased ; and the strict in- 
tegrity of his conduct gained him numerous friends, to whom he 
mever gave occasion to regret the confidence they had placed in 
him. His mercantile pursuits were generally successful. Blessed 
with competence if not with wealth, the enlarged benevolence of 
his mind was manifested in acts of charity to individuals, and in 
the promotion of objects of general utility, and more particularly 
in the deep interest which he felt for the welfare of his brethren 
of the African race. He was concerned not only to set them a 
good example by his own correct conduct ; to admonish and coun- 
se! them against the vices and habits to which he found them most 
prone—but more extensively to promote their welfare. At consi- 
derable sacrifice of property he three times visited the colony ‘of 
Sierra Leone, and after his first voyage thither went to England, 
where he was much noticed by the members of the African Insti- 
tution, who conferred with him on the best means of extending the 
benefits of civilization to the people of Africa ; and some of them 
have since expressed their satisfaction in his pious labours in the 
colony, believing them to have been productive of much useful- 
ness to that settlement. 

Grave, humble, and unassuming in his deportment, he was re- 
markable for great civility and sound discretion. Through several 
months of severe affliction, he was preserved in much Christian 
patience, fortitude, and resignation ; feeling entire confidence in 
that grace which had been vouchsafed to bim in life, and by which 
through faith and obedience, he felt a comfortable hope of admit- 
tance into peace and rest. He has left a widow and several chil- 
dren to lament the loss of an affectionate husband and parent. 

Many of his neighbours and friends evinced their respect for his 
memory by attending his funeral, which was conducted agreeably 
to the usages of the Society of Friends, of which he was a member; 
and at which several lively testimonies were borne to the truth 
that the Almighty Parent has “ made of one blood all the nations 
of men,” and that ‘* in every nation he that feareth him, and work- 
eth righteousness, is accepted with him.” 
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